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HOW TO MEET THE
LEARNING NEEDS
OF ALL STUDENTS
THROUGH ICTs

Whether technology should be
used in schools is no longer the issue
in education. Instead the current
emphasis is ensuring that technology
is used effectively to create new
opportunities for learning and to
promote student achievement.

Because teachers play a central
role in successfully incorporating
ICT in classrooms... teachers
resistance to using new technology
can have a major impact on whether
schools will reach their goals for
technology use. Lack of professional
development for technology use is
one of the most serious obstacles to
fully integrating technology into the
curriculum. Addressing these issues,
means planning for an effective
continuous learning program, which
takes into account, time, expecta-
tions, workload and learning styles.

However, to suggest that the
solution is for every student to have
more access to ICT without acknowl-
edging the pedagogical response can
undermine the nature of good
teaching practice. The key is to use
technology as a learning enabler
with the true value realised when a
teacher understands the main ways
in which each student in their class
learns best and maximises the
potential of ICT to extend student
learning. Successful technologies are
those that are in harmony with users’
needs, support relationships and
activities that enrich experiences.

KEY ADVICE AND
BEST-PRACTICE

You'll hear the latest
experience in integrating technology.
How best-practice schools have
approached the task. What results
have been achieved and what issues
and problems have been the most
difficult to solve.

Thursday
17th November

0830 - Registration and Coffee on Arrival
0900 - Welcome from the Chair
Keith Vallis, Head of Learning
Technologies, BARKER COLLEGE

0905 - Session 1

Using ICTs to Cater for
Individual Learning Styles
Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) are having a deep impact on schooling
inn that teachers are re-conceptualising notions
of curriculum and are re-thinking pedagogies.
Together with a deepened understanding of
human learning and the nature of human
intelligence in the last few decades, teachers
are developing educational practices that
support and enhance learning and that cater
for individual differences in student-centred
learning environments. ICTs are giving
educators the opportunity to explore how
curriculum can be viewed from the perspective
of multiple intelligences with multimedia
applications stimulating individual learning
styles that have been ignored in traditional
educational practices. This session looks at
how ICTs can be used as a tool to accommodate
individual learning styles and advance the
notion of differentiated curriculum by
focusing on the following

® Howard Gardner’s Multiple
Intelligences and the effective use of ICTs
® IHow ICTs can be used to create lesson
ideas and plans that target multiple
intelligences in classrooms

® How the internet and in particular

web quests, can be used to target
individual learning styles and develop
higher order thinking skills

® How content management systems

can be used to customise the delivery

of curriculum and target individual
differences in the classroom setting

John Raiti, Head of ICT Curriculum
Support, MARIST COLLEGE

0950 - Session 2

elLearning Through
Personalised Learning
Pathways That Stimulate,
Motivate and Engage

Intranet based delivery of curriculum in the
secondary arena allows students to access

Using ICTs to

information across a range of key learning
areas. An intranct based eLearning model
provides access lo a moede of self-direcled
learning opportunities that are mare workable
than with traditional delfvery methods,
Personalised learning patheways that evolve
according to each individual's performance
can then be used to provide each student with
content that targets their level of achievement.
Content is always interactive, engaging, up to
date and relevant. And, assessment tools are
included in the online units of work.

Giving students the means to interact with
content is motivating and encourages
engagenent with what is being presented
through review, praclice and self-reflection.
This has o dramatic effect on ¢

ional
outcomes for all students. Successful
elearning requires the same core learning
principles that apply to all education.
Excellent instructional design, the experience
of the learner and ensuring that the niost
appropriate medium is used to present the
content are of key importance. A crucial
element to the success of the project was the
comprehensive training of staff. This session
outlines the elements of eLearning and key
support processes and systems employed at a
small rural ligh school in New South Wales
Anne Smith, Deputy Principal,
GULGONG HIGH SCHOOL

1035 - Morning Coffee and Biscuits

1050 - Session 3

How to Create Cross
Curriculum ICLT Projects

This session takes a look at how one school is
using innovative teaching practices creating
cross-curriculum projects based upon
information communication and learning
technologies. During 2004 teaching staff at St
Lea’s Cathofic College in Sydney collaborated
to create an innovative classroom project that
modelled Qualily Teaching and Learning
Strategies and promoted higher order learning
tasks, The cross curricular, integrated project
made use of relevant Information Communi-
cation, Learning and Technology skills,
through participation in meaningful learning
experiences. This session outlines the project
and shows exarples of this Year 7 unit based
on and around the Lord of the Rings:

A Journey to Middle Earth. The concept has
been further developed in 2005 for two new
projects using themes that are both topical and
motivating to today’s students. The success of
the approach rests in the fact that the projects
arve highly visual and work within the exciting
realm of multimedia and target the visual and
technological world our students live in today
Paul Harmon, IT Coordinator,

ST LEO'S CATHOLIC COLLEGE
















